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SUBJECT: PLYOUCHTCH AT FEN CONGRESS 

1 . THE MOST DRAMATIC MOMENT OF THE FEN CONGRESS 
(NATIONAL EDUCATION FEDERATION) HELD IN GRENOBLE 
9-13 FEBRUARY (SEPTEL) CAME AT THE END WHEN LEONID 
PLYOUCHTCH APPEARED IN PERSON TO GREET THE DELEGATES. 
HE HAD A SPECIAL REASON TO DO SO BECAUSE THE LARGEST 
FEN AFFILIATE. THE UNION OF PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
(SNI), IS UNDERWRITING THE PLYOUCHTCH FAMILY EXPENSES 
FOR THEIR FIRST THREE MONTHS OF RESIDENCE IN FRANCE. 

2. PLYOUCHTCH SPOKE IN HIS ONE TONE BUT STEADY 
VOICE AND HIS MESSAGE WAS DIRECT, SIMPLE AND PER- 
SUASIVE. AFTER THANKING THE UNIONS AND WORKERS IN 
GENERAL OF FRANCE FOR THE ROLE THEY PLAYED IN HIS 
LIBERATION HE CONTINUED "THE STRUGGLE FOR MAN'S 
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LIBERTIES. THE WORKERS CANNOT FIGHT FOR THEIR SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS IF THEY DON'T ENJOY THEMSELVES 
FUNDAMENTAL LIBERTIES." 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE SOVIET TEACHERS HE SAID THAT 
WHILE THEIR MATERIAL SITUATION HAS IMPROVED IN THE 
LAST TEN YEARS THEIR CONDITIONS IN EVERY OTHER 
RESPECT HAVE GOTTEN WORSE. "THEY HAVE NO FREEDOM 
OF FAITH," SAID PLYOUCHTCH, "AND IF A TEACHER 
PRACTICES A RELIGION HE IS FIRED. THEY CANNOT DO 

ANY CREATIVE WORK BECAUSE THEY ARE UNDER CONSTANT 
INSTRUCTIONS ON WHAT AND HOW TO TEACH. POLICE AGENTS 
ARE PRESENT IN PARENT-TEACHERS MEETINGS." 

4. "HOWEVER." ADDED PLYOUCHTCH, "NEITHER THE POLICE 
NOR THE PRESSURES AGAINST THE STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO 
PREVENT THE DEVELOPMENT OF LARGE SCALE 
DELINQUENCY AMONG THE YOUNG." 

5. IN HIS RESPONSE, ANDRE HENRY, THE FEN SECRETARY 
GENERAL, REAFFIRMED THAT IT IS AN HONOR FOR FEN TO 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO PLYOUCHTCH'S LIBERATION. HE 
PROCLAIMED AS ONE OF THE EDUCATORS’ IDEALS "TO RAISE 
THE YOUTH OF TOMORROW IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO MAKE 
IMPOSSIBLE THE EXISTENCE OF ANY MORE LEONID 
PLYOUCHTCHS IN ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WHO WOULD 
NEED TO BE LIBERATED." 

6. RECALLING THAT THE CONGRESS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO LISTEN ALSO TO THE VOICES OF LEADERS OF THE 
EDUCATION FEDERATIONS OF THE CHILEAN CUT AND THE 
SPANISH VGT, BOTH IN EXILE, HENRY CONCLUDED THAT FEN 
HAS THUS DEMONSTRATED ITS UNEQUIVOCAL OPPOSITION "TO 
ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION AND REPRESSION." 
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7. IMMEDIATELY AFTER PLYOUCHTCH'S SPEECH THE ANARCHO- 
SYNDICALIST FACTION WITHIN FEN DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF 
AN OPEN LETTER TO HIM IN WHICH, AFTER WELCOMING HIS 
WORDS OF TRUTH ON THE REPRESSIVE NATURE OF THE SOVIET 
REGIME, IT STATES THAT "YOUR PRESENCE IN THIS CONGRESS 
POSES OBVIOUS POLITICAL PROBLEMS TO THE EXTENT THAT 

IT IS USED FOR INTERNAL UNION REASONS AND FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF COMBATING NOT STALINISM BUT THE REVOLUTION 
ARY HOPE TO WHICH YOU AND WE ARE ATTACHED." THE 
LETTER REFERS ALSO TO "THE SOCIALISTS OF THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL WHO ARE IN POWER IN FRG AND ARE 
PARTICIPATING IN A WITCH HUNT AGAINST COMMUNISTS AND 
REVOLUTIONARIES, WHILE IN PORTUGAL THEY ARE 
PARTICIPATING WITH THE EXTREME RIGHT IN ATTACKS AGAINST 
PREMISES AND MEETINGS OF COMMUNISTS AND REVOLUTION 
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8. COMMENT: PLVOUCHTCH'S APPEARANCE IN GRENOBLE 
RECEIVED EXTENSIVE PRESS AND RADIO-TV COVERAGE. IT 
WAS PART OF HENRY'S BRILLIANT STRATEGY TO TAKE THE 
OFFENSIVE AGAINST HIS SIZABLE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION 
AND TO ASSERT THE AUTHORITY AND SELF-CONFIDENCE OF 
HIS MAIORITY. THE COMMUNISTS WHO WITH STALINIST 
RIGIDITY HAD STUDIOUSLY AVOIDED ANY APPLAUSE OF ANY 
SPEECH OR ACTION TAKEN BY THE MAJORITY FOUND 
THEMSELVES COMPELLED TO APPLAUD PLYOUCHTCH. THE 
ONLY TIME THEY FELT AT EASE IN SO DOING WAS WHEN 
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PLYOUCHTCH CRITICIZED JOURNALISTS FOR REFLECTING 
THEIR WISHFUL THINKING IN THEIR REPORTS AND NOT 
THE HARSH REALITIES. SINCE PLYOUCHTCH WAS NOT 
MORE SPECIFIC ON THIS POINT THE COMMUNISTS FELT THAT 
THEY COULD INTERPRET THIS AS CRITICISM OF BOURGEOIS 
JOURNALISM REPORTING ON USSR. THEY WERE QUICKLY 
SET STRAIGHT WHEN PLYOUCHTCH PROCEEDED TO CRITICIZE 
LACK OF FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN USSR. FROM THERE 
ON THE COMMUNIST APPLAUSE BECAME LUKEWARM. 

RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR UNIONS, MEETINGS, SPEECHES, EMIGRANTS, TEACHERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PARIS04676 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760058-0946 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760243/aaaablox.tel 

Line Count: 179 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <01 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PLYOUCHTCH AT FEN CONGRESS 
TAGS: ELAB, FR, FEN, (PLYOUCHTCH, LEONID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



